ITINERARY CODE: MP GWL 1793

Tour duration: 08 Nights / 09 Days
In: Gwalior, Out: Jabalpur

Destinations Covered: Gwalior -Morena- Datia- Jhansi - Orchha - Khajuraho - Bandhavgarh
- Jabalpur - Bhedaghat

Night stay at No. of Nights | ITINERARY BRIEF

Gwalior 02 Day 01 - Arrive Gwalior

Day 02 - Gwalior - Morena (02 Hrs one way Drive)

Orchha 01 Day 3: Gwalior - Datia - Jhansi - Orchha (4 hrs)

Khajuraho 02 Day 4: Orchha Sightseeing - Khajuraho (03 Hrs.)

Day 5: Khajuraho Sightseeing

Bandhavgarh | 02 Day 6 - Khajuraho - Bandhavgarh (06 - 07 hrs.)

Day 7 - Bandhavgarh Safari

Jabalpur 01 Day 8 - Bandhavgarh - Jabalpur (03 - 04 Hrs.)

Day 9 - Jabalpur Departure

DETAIL TOUR PROGRAM:

Day 01 - Arrive Gwalior

Pick up from Gwalior Airport/Railway Station and transfer to the Hotel. Check in to the
Hotel. Later Proceed to visit Gwalior fort, Tansen ka Makbara and SunTemple. Overnight
stay at the Gwalior hotel.

Gwalior Fort has existed at least since the 10th century, and the inscriptions and
monuments found within what is now the fort campus indicate that it may have existed as
early as the beginning of the 6th century. The present-day fort consists of a defensive
structure and two main palaces, "Man Mandir" and Gujari Mahal, built by Tomar

Rajput ruler Man Singh Tomar (reigned 1486-1516 CE), the latter one for his wife, Queen
Mrignayani. The second oldest record of "zero" in the world was found in a small temple


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gujari_Mahal_Archaeological_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomaras_of_Gwalior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomaras_of_Gwalior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man_Singh_Tomar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bakhshali_manuscript
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zero

(the stone inscription has the second oldest record of the numeric zero symbol having a
place value as in the modern decimal notation. There are also a number of Mahal including
the Man mandir, the Gujari, the Jahangir, the Karan, and the Shah Jahan.

Day 02 - Gwalior - Morena (02 Hrs one way drive)
After breakfast proceed to visit Jai vilas palace museum. Later transfer to Morena.
Visit Mitawali, Padawali and Bateshwar. Later back to Gwalior. Night stay in Gwalior.

Jai Vilas Palace was built in 1874 by Jayajirao Scindia, the Maharaja of Gwalior in

the British Raj While the major part of the palace is now the "Jiwajirao Scindia Museum"
which opened to the public in 1964, a part of it is still the residence of some of his
descendants. Jai Vilas Palace is a fine example of European architecture. It was designed
and built by Sir Michael Filose. It is a combination of architectural styles, the first storey is
Tuscan, the second Italian-Doric and the third Corinthian. The area of the Palace is 124,771
square feet and it is known for its large Durbar Hall. The interior of the Durbar Hall is
decorated with gilt and gold furnishings and adorned with a huge carpet and gigantic
chandeliers. It is 100 feet long, 50 feet wide and 41 feet in height.The palace was described
by Sir William Howard Russell in 1877.

Mitawali, Padavali and Bateshwar are the beautiful set of heritage structures dating back
to the 8th-10th century, during the Gurjara-Pratihara dynasties.

» Mitawali: It has lies the historical for Chausath Yogini Temple. The temple is also
known as Ekattarso Mahadeva Temple. It is believed that the temple was built by
the Kachchhapaghata king Devapala in the 11th century. The temple looks like the
Parliament House of Delhi as both are circular in style. It is said that this temple was
the inspiration behind the Parliament House.

» Padawali: The Jat Ranas of Dhaulpur built the Padawali fort in the 18th century.
The fort also has a temple that once served as a divine place to worship Lord Shiva.
Through inscription and detailing of the architecture of the Padavali fort temple, it
has something to convey about the ancient era.

» Bateshwar: Itisa group of about 200 Hindu temples made of sandstone. The
temples were built by the Gurjara kings in the Morena district of Madhya Pradesh
between the 8th to 10th centuries. All the temples are mostly small and are spread
over 25 acres of land. Temples are dedicated to Shiva, Vishnu, and Shakti -
representing the three major traditions within Hinduism.

Day 03: Gwalior - Datia - Jhansi - Orchha (04 Hrs.)

Morning transfer to Orchha.

En-route visit Datia Palace at Datia.

En-route visit Jhansi Fort at Jhansi

Later Hotel check in and relax. Night stay at Orchha.
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Datia Palace, also known as Bir Singh Palace or Bir Singh Dev Palace. The specialty of
the palace is that it has 7 floors and no member of the royal family lived in the palace.This
Palace was made by spending 35 Lakh Rupees (78 thousand US dollars), and it took nine
years to build it. It is situated on an isolated rock on the western side of the city Datia. It
represents Mughal architecture along with Rajput architecture.

Jhansi Fort The construction of the Jhansi fort is ascribed to the Bundela Rajput chief and
the ruler of the kingdom of Orchha Veer Singh ju Deo Bundela in 1613. It is one of the
strongholds of the Bundelas. The fort standing in the hilly area shows how the North Indian
style of fort construction differs from that of the South. In the South, most of the forts were
built on the sea beds like the Bekal Fort in Kerala. The granite walls of the fort are between
16 and 20 feet thick and on the south side, the city walls meet. The south face of the fort is
almost perpendicular. Nearby is the Rani Mahal, built in the later half of the 19th century
where there is now an archaeological museum.

Day 04: Orchha Sightseeing - Khajuraho (03 Hrs.)

After Breakfast, Checkout and Proceed to visit Orchha Fort - Jahangir Mahal, Raja Mahal,
Sheesh mahal and Ram Raja Mandir. Later transfer to Khajuraho. Check in to the Hotel and
Relax. Night stay in Khajuraho.

The Orchha Fort or The Orchha Fort complex, which houses a large number of ancient
monuments consisting of the fort, palaces, temple, and other edifices. The fort was built
following the founding of the Orchha State in 1501 AD by Rudra Pratap Singh (r. 1501 -
1531), a Bundela Rajput. The palaces and temples within the fort complex were built over a
period of time by successive Maharajas of the Orchha State.

» Jahangir Mahal: Jahangir Mahal is a palace that was exclusively built by Bir Singh
Deo in 1605 to humor the Mughal emperor Jahangir who was a guest of the
Maharaja for one night only. The palace is built in four levels with architectural
features of both Muslim and Rajput architecture. Its layout is a symmetrical square,
built in the inner courtyard of the fort, and has eight large domes. It provides views
of the temples and the Betwa River outside the fort complex.

» Raja Mahal: The Raja Mahal (King's Palace), where the kings and the queens had
resided till it was abandoned in 1783,[¢] was built in the early part of 16th century.
Its exterior is simple and unembellished, but the interior chambers of the palace are
elaborately royal in their architectural design, decorated with murals of social and
religious themes of gods, mythical animals, and people.

> Sheesh Mahal: Sheesh Mahal is flanked on either side by the Raja Mahal and
the Jahangir Mahal. This has royal accommodation, which was built for King Udait
Singh. It has now been converted into a hotel.

Ram Raja Temple: A part of Raja Mahal was converted into a temple and named Rama
Raja Temple in honour of the god Rama. There is legend associated with naming it as a
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temple. According to a local legend, the temple was built following Rani Ganeshkuwari, the
queen getting a "dream visitation" by Lord Rama directing her to build a temple for Him;
while Madhukar Shah was a devotee of Krishna, his wife's dedication was to Rama.
Following this, a new temple known as the Chaturbuj Temple was approved to be built, and
the queen went to Ayodhya to obtain an image of Lord Rama that was to be enshrined in
her new temple. In India this is the only temple where God Rama is worshiped as a king
and that too in a palace. A Guard of Honour is held every day, police personnel have been
designated as Guards at the temple, much in the manner of a king. The food and other
amenities provided to the deity at the temple are a royal repast. Armed salutation is
provided to God Ram every day.

Day 05 - Khajuraho Sightseeing

Early breakfast and Proceed to visit The Western and Eastern groups of Temple (UNESCO
World Heritage Site). Later visit Raneh fall and Ken Gariyal century. Overnight stay at
Khajuraho Hotel.

The Western and Eastern Groups of Temple: The temples at Khajuraho were built
during the Chandella dynasty, which reached its apogee between 950 and 1050. Only about
20 temples remain; they fall into three distinct groups and belong to two different religions
- Hinduism and Jainism. They strike a perfect balance between architecture and sculpture.
The Temple of Kandariya is decorated with a profusion of sculptures that are among the
greatest masterpieces of Indian art. The temple site is within Vindhya mountain range in
central India. An ancient local legend held that Hindu deity Shiva and other gods enjoyed
visiting the dramatic hill formation in Kalinjar area. The center of this region is Khajuraho,
set midst local hills and rivers. The temple complex reflects the ancient Hindu tradition of
building temples where gods love to pray.

Raneh Fall: The Ken Gharial Sanctuary is located at the confluence of the Ken and Khudar
rivers further down from Reneh Falls. The Ken river here runs through a narrow gorge of
igneous rocks rich in Granite and Dolomite.

Ken Gharial Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary. It was established for the conservation
of gharial and mugger crocodile populations in 1981.

Day 06 - Khajuraho - Bandhavgarh (06 - 07 hrs.)
After breakfast, Checkout and transfer to Bandhavgarh. Check in hotel and relax. Evening
enjoy with natural walk. Dinner and Night stay at Bandhavgarh.

Day 07 - Bandhavgarh Safari
Morning or Afternoon Jeep Safari at Bandhavgarh National Park by exclusive Gypsy. Dinner
and Night stay at Bandhavgarh.
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Bandhavgarh National Park is The National Tiger Reserve. It was declared a national
park in 1968 and then became Tiger Reserve in 1993. The current core area is spread over
716 square kilometres. The park has a large breeding population of leopards, and various
species of deer. Maharaja Martand Singh of Rewa captured the first white tiger in this
region in 1951. One of the biggest attractions of this national park is the Bengal tiger. The
reserve is also densely populated with other species: the gaur or Indian bison, are now
extinct or have migrated elsewhere; sambar and barking deer are a common sight,

and nilgai are to be seen in the open areas of the park. There have been reports of

the Indian wolf, striped hyena and the caracal the latter being an exclusive open area
dweller. The tiger reserve abounds with chital or the spotted deer which is the main prey
animal of the tiger and the Indian leopard.

Afternoon Safari Drives Will Not Be Conducted On Wednesdays

Day 08 - Bandhavgarh - Bhedaghat - Jabalpur (03 - 04 Hrs.)

Early breakfast, Checkout and proceed to Bhedaghat. Enjoy the boating in between the amazing
colored Marble rocks. Jabalpur is most known for the marble canyon of Bhedaghat. Also enjoy the
sightseeing of Dhuandhar Falls. Later Transfer to Jabalpur Hotel. Check in to the Hotel and Relax.
Night stay in Jabalpur.

TIP: If Time permits, Guests can visit Narmada River Arti at Gwari Ghat.

Bhedaghat is famous for the high marble rocks making a valley through which river Narmada
flows. The place also has a beautiful waterfall, known as Dhuandhar Falls (literally meaning a
stream of smoke, because of its appearance).

Day 09: Jabalpur Departure
After breakfast, Checkout and Proceed to Jabalpur Airport/Railway Station for your
onward journey.

TIP: If Time permits, Guests can visit Madan Mahal, Balancing Rock and Kachnar City Shiv
Statue.

Departure
Tour End

MP Incoming

Certified by "Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board"
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